Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 DOHA 00622 221359Z 
ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-01 AF-10 ARA-06 EUR- 12 EA-07 ISO-OO FEA-01 
ERDA-05 AID-05 CEA-01 CIAE-00 COME-OO EPG-02 
DODE-OO EB-07 FPC-01 H-01 INR-07 INT-05 L-03 
NSAE-00 NSC-05 OMB-01 PM-04 USIA-06 OES-07 SP-02 
SS-15 STR-04 TRSE-00 ACDA-07 PA-01 PRS-01 /137W 

221403Z 129405/50 

R 22 1 250Z MAY 77 

FM AMEMBASSY DOHA 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2619 

INFO RUQMBI /AMEMBASSY ABU DHABI 1 1 19 

AMEMBASSY ALGIERS 

USINT BAGHDAD 

AMEMBASSY CARACAS 

AMCONSUL DHAHRAN 

AMEMBASSY JAKARTA 

AMEMBASSY JIDDA 

AMEMBASSY KUWAIT 

AMEMBASSY LAGOS 

AMEMBASSY LIBREVILLE 

AMEMBASSY LONDON 

AMEMBASSY MANAMA 

AMEMBASSY MUSCAT 

AMEMBASSY QUITO 

AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 

AMEMBASSY TRIPOLI 

AMEMBASSY VIENNA 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE DOHA 0622 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: OPEC, ENRG, QA 

SUBJECT: INDONESIAN ANNOUNCEMENT ON OIL PRICE FREEZE 

REF: JAKARTA 6622; KUWAIT 2786; DOHA 0561 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 DOHA 00622 221359Z 


MAY 22 QATARI DAILY, AL-ARAB, CARRIED WITHOUT COMMENT REUTER 
DISPATCH FROM KUWAIT THAT GOK HAS ASKED FOR EXPLANATION OF INDON 
ESIAN STATEMENT PERTAINING TO FREEZING CRUDE PRICES AT PRESENT 
LEVEL UNTIL END OF 1977. ACCORDING TO ARTICLE, KUWAITI PETROL 
MINISTER AL-KAZIMI REFUSED TO COMMENT ON INDONESIAN DECISION BUT 
INFORMED PRESS THAT GOK HAD SOUGHT EXPLANATION. 
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2. AFTER BACKGROUND ON TWO-TIER PRICING, ARTICLE CONTINUES WITH 
AL-KAZIMI RESPONSE TO QUESTION CONCERNING WHETHER OTHER OPEC 
COUNTRIES WILL FOLLOW INDONESIAN LEAD. AL-KAZIMI STATES THAT ANY 
POSITION TAKEN IN THIS REGARD WOULD HAVE TO BE ANNOUNCED BY OPEC 
RATHER THAN INDIVIDUAL STATES. ARTICLE CONCLUDES WITH PARAGRAPH 
CONCERNING VISIT TO GULF OF VENEZUELAN PRESIDENT PEREZ AND RUMORS 
WHICH SPREAD AT THAT AXGVIME CONCERNING ABANDONMENT OF JULY FIVE 
PERCENT PRICE HIKE, AND NOTES THAT BOTH KUWAIT AND QATAR HAVE 
DENIED SUCH RUMORS. 

3. WHEN WE QUERIED MIN PETROLEUM SOURCE MAY 22 ON INDONESIAN 
ANNOUNCEMENT, HE REFERRED US TO GOQ MINISTER OF PETROLEUM'S MAY 
5 DENIAL THAT GOQ WOULD HIKE PRICES FIVE PERCENT ON JULY 1, 

(DOHA REFTEL) BUT DECLINED FURTHER COMMENT. THERE HAS BEEN NO 
RPT NO OFFICIAL PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT BEYOND THIS AS YET HERE. 
PAGANELLI 
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